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GOALS:
 Attempt to answer what 

happened to the majority of 
European Jews using 
photographs, testimonies 
and historical sources, and 
how it was humanly 
possible?

 Develop interest and 
improve knowledge of the 
Holocaust, genocide and the 
suffering of people in World 
War II

Outcomes:
 Students will find out what 

happened to European Jews and 
their families during WWII by 
analysing pictures and testimonies

 Establish the differences between 
camps and name the most 
significant

 Using material sources and 
photographs try to explain what 
happened in those death camps and 
what the Holocaust was

 Attempt to answer about the 
photographers’ motivation to take 
these photographs (purpose and 
method)

 Compare the positions of victims 
and perpetrators, i.e. explain who 
was who and why?



• History Lessons in the classroom, (2nd and 3rd 
grade)

- They analyse photos, maps, testimonies (material
and audio)
- Classroom Themes: The Nazis’ rise to power (Nazi
rule, ideology, life of minorities under Nazi regime, 
The Final Solution (Deportations, final solution, 
death camps), NDH…

• Cooperation with the English teacher
•In English class, students translate testimonies from the 
book The Auschwitz Album (Yad Vashem) and 
several poems



 Travelling Anne Frank 
exhibition   (A.F. House  
from  Amsterdam) 
organised by Hermes
 In our school from 18.-25.1 

.

 Students are “curators” and
take all classes from our
schools through the
exhibition, along with
students from other
schools in Koprivnica





 1.   Nazi rule
- The Nazi rise to power
-Gathering of Jews through reading the sources and
questions

 2. Audio Testimony

 3. Team work – Anne Frank exhibition (20)
- (in the school’s main hall)
- (Hermes organisation in cooperation with the Anna
Frank House from Amsterdam)



 Essay
- Students write an essay on how they felt (after hearing
the lecture on deportations and the Final Solution)

 Righteous Among the Nations –
- Each student has to choose one Righteous, read about
their life and the life of those they had saved

- On a big poster (in all final year classes) we write down
their names and the names of people saved



 Multiperspective

 Newspaper articles

 Photos

 Documents

 Testimonies

 Maps



 Testimony of Bjanka Auslander, 
Sarajevo

 Clip 3 and clip 4 
 https://sfi.usc.edu/lessons/deporta

cija-stanovni%C5%A1tva-ndh-u-
usta%C5%A1ke-logore#0_jg7411w4

 After hearing a testimony
answer questions:

 Who was Bjanka and where
was she from?

 Who came for them and
why?

 Who was she with? What
did they carry with them? 

 Where did they take them?
 Describe the conditions in

which she travelled. 
 What did she travel by?
 Did they know where they

were going?



 Photo Analysis
 I ask them to try to

describe photos

 Questions about photos
(who is on the photos, 
what the yellow star 
represents, how many
people there were, did
they have any luggage…

 Map analysis

 Reading Testimonies
(Primary source)

 Questions



•Describe the photos!
•Who are these people?  Where are they
going?  Have they got any luggage?
•How are they treated? 
•Why have they got a yellow star?
•Do you think they know where they are 
going?
•How did they described the scenes, 
pace, sounds and smells upon arrival?
•What do you think happened to those
people?

MOTIVATION OF THE 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
•Who took these photos? For what
purpose?
•Can you see SS oficers?
•Why can’t we see any dogs and rifles? 

•Can you explain the difference
between the photos and Helena 
Cytron’s descriptions?

Photo Analysis



Team 1 *

Survivors’ testimonies :

: Cecile Klein-Pollack, Helen Cytron
Students translated them in English 
class



Teams:
•assigned topics
•They had professional help
by volunteer curators (also our
school’s students)



LOCALS  - Witnesses of time

• Various witnesses : observers, 
participants, helpers

• Ordinary people, peasants, away from 
ideological debates

 They would pass by and see things

 Sometimes they were forced to watch 
executions (as a public display)

 Sometimes they were forced to help Nazis
(digging graves to bury the bodies, 
collecting possessions of Jews, even had to 
prepare food for the Nazi army)

 Sometimes sympathetic, sometimes not

 Reward - forced to dig, and then to get 
clothes

We talk about witnesses and their
experiences. Who were they?



Holocaust by the 
bullets – mass graves



Perpetrators

Who were they? Where
were they from? Why
were they capable of
such crimes?
How was it humanly
possible?



POEM 
To the little Polish
boy, 
Peter Fishl



I would like to be an artist

So I could make a Painting of you

Little Polish Boy

Standing with your Little hat on your head

The Star of David on your coat

Standing in the ghetto with your arms up as

many Nazi machine guns pointing at you

I would make a monument of you 

and the world who said nothing

I would like to be a composer so I could write

a concerto of you

Little Polish Boy

 I am not an artist
But my mind has painted a painting of you

Ten Million Miles High is the painting
So the whole universe can see you now
Little Polish Boy

Standing with your little hat on your head
The Star of David on your coat
Standing in the ghetto with your arms up
As many Nazi machine guns pointed at you

And the world
Who said nothing

I'll make this painting so bright
That it will blind the eyes of the world
Who saw nothing

Ten Billion Miles High will be the monument
So the whole universe can remember you
Little Polish Boy

Standing with your little hat on your head
The Star of David on your coat



III.
Standing in the ghetto with your arms up

As many Nazi machine guns pointed at you

And the monument will tremble so the blind world
Now will know

What fear is in the darkness

The world
Who said nothing

I am not a composer
But I will write a composition

For five trillion trumpets
So it will blast the ear drums

Of this world

The worlds
Who heard nothing

I
am

Sorry
that

it was you
and

not me

Author: Peter Fischl

ART


